I3th Sept. 1745]
Duke d'Ahremberg, high dignitaries from Court, have come to Konigsgriitz with the latest urgencies, the newest ideas; and would fain help Prince Karl to attempt something. Daily they used to come-out upon a little height, in view of Friedrich's tent, and gaze-in upon him, and round all Nature, ' with hig tubes,1 he says, ' as if they had been astronomers'; but never attempted anything. We remember D'Ahremberg, and what part he has played, from the Dettingen times and onward. ' A debauched old fellow,' says Friedrich ; ' gone all to hebetude by his labours in that line; agrees always with the last speaker.1 Prince Karl seems to have little stomach himself; and does not see his way into (or across) another Battle. Lobkowitz, again, is always saying : ' Try something! We are now stronger than they, by their detachings, by our reinforcings' (indeed, about twice their number, regular and irregular), though most of the Saxons are gone home. After much gazing through their tubes, the Austrians (August 23d) do make a small shift of place, insignificant otherwise; the Prussians, next day, do the like, in consequence; quit Chlum, burning their huts; post themselves a little farther up the Elbe,—their left at a place called Jaromirz, embouchure of the Aupa into Elbe,1—and are again unattackable.
The worst fact is the multitude of Pandours, more and more infesting our provision-roads; and that horse-forage itself is, at last, running low. Detachments lie all duly round to right and left, to secure our communications with Silesia, especially to left, out of Glatx, where runs one of the chief roads we have. But the service is becoming daily more difficult. For example :
' Neustadt, 8th September. In that left-hand quarter, coming-out of Glatz at a little Bohemian Town called Neustadt, the Prussian Commander, Tauenzien by name, was repeatedly assaulted; and from September Oth, had to stand actual siege, gallantly repulsing a full 10,000 with their big artillery, though his walls were all breached, for
1 CEuvres dt Fridtric, iii. 129.